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Established as the most widely used reference in the field, Law and Ethics in Complementary Medicine 
is a comprehensive handbook for professionals, students and researchers. Covering a wide range of 
complementary modalities, it deals with legal and ethical issues in clinical relationships and provides 
practical guidelines for setting up and running a professional practice. 

Michael Weir systematically outlines the various aspects of the law which impact on clinical practice, 
including legal obligations to clients, consumer legislation and complaints processes, and professional 
boundaries. He explains how to navigate professional indemnity insurance, and the steps you need 
to take in setting up a professional practice from establishing a business name to dealing with 
employees. He also outlines the role of codes of ethics, and explores how to deal with tricky ethical 
issues in daily practice.

This fourth edition is fully updated and addresses recent changes in regulation and case law, 
including the introduction of national boards to cover each registered health profession in Australia. 
For the first time it also covers aspects of regulation of complementary medicine modalities in New 
Zealand.

MICHAEL WEIR is Professor of Law at Bond University, Queensland. He has trained in therapeutic 
massage and has a doctorate in law focused on the regulation of complementary medicine. He has 
taught complementary medicine students on legal and ethical issues for over twenty years.

Praise for the new edition
‘This fourth edition is an essential reference for all natural health care practitioners. As well as the 
comprehensive information from earlier editions, it contains important updates regarding the new 
National Health Practitioner legislation and recent consumer law cases.’
Adjunct Associate Professor Kerry Bone, Australian College of Phytotherapy and University 
of New England
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